Media Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Independent Schools
29 February 2008 Council of Australia

Parents want choice in schooling

The Australian Bureau of Statistics data released today show enrolments in the independent schools
sector continue to grow strongly.

There were 457,236 students enrolled in independent schools in 2007, representing a growth in national
enrolments of 3.8 per cent over 2006. Overall the net increase in students in the independent sector
was 16,837 students.

The ABS figures reaffirms the trend that the independent schools sector is the fastest growing when
compared to sector enrolments of 1.7 per cent and 0.9 percent in the Catholic and government sectors
respectively. The ABS figures also show an increase of 18 independent schools in 2006. There are
now a total of 1,025 independent schools.

‘The ABS data confirm a continuing strong demand for independent schools,” said Mr Bill Daniels,
Executive Director of the Independent Schools Council of Australia. “The fact that parents have to put
their hands into their own pockets to contribute to the cost of their children’s education in independent
schools demonstrates enormous confidence in independent schools to deliver the best for their
children.’

‘Independent schools are now major providers of education. This means that as the number of
students enrolled in independent schools increases, the sector is taking on a greater role in delivering
education outcomes for Australian students.’

‘ISCA is encouraged that the Rudd Government has indicated that it recognises parental choice and
diversity by maintaining funding arrangements for the non-government sector until at least 2012, and

has promised capital support for trades skills centres and ICT capacity in all schools.”

“The government’s policy platform acknowledges the role of private contribution in maintaining the
current high standard of education in this country,” concluded Mr Daniels.

***Ends***
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Enrolment Growth by School Sector
Full-time Students 1997 to 2007
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STATE AND TERRITORY ASSOCIATIONS OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

Association of Independent Schools of the ACT
Mr Jeremy Irvine, Executive Director
Telephone (02) 6162 0834

The Association of Independent Schools of New South Wales

Mr Michael Carr, Deputy Executive Director
Telephone (02) 9299 2845

Association of Independent Schools of the Northern Territory

Ms Gail Baker, Executive Director
Telephone (08) 8981 8668

The Association of Independent Schools of Queensland
Dr John Roulston, Executive Director
Telephone (07) 3228 1515

Association of Independent Schools of South Australia
Mr Garry Le Duff, Executive Director
Telephone (08) 8179 1400

The Association of Independent Schools of Tasmania
Mr Tony Crehan, Executive Director
Telephone (03) 6224 0125

Association of Independent Schools of Victoria
Ms Michelle Green, Chief Executive
Telephone (03) 9825 7200

Association of Independent Schools of Western Australia
Mrs Audrey Jackson, Executive Director
Telephone (08) 9441 1600
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