Collection of family background information

Information for parents

If you are a parent* of a child at school in Australia, you may be asked questions about your family background by the school this year. These will probably be sent to you in the form of a survey. Many schools have already asked parents similar questions at enrolment, but as part of a coordinated nationwide approach starting this year every school – no matter whether it is an independent, government or Catholic school – will be sending parents the same set of questions.

Questions to be asked of parents

· the gender of your child 

· the Indigenous status of your child

· your occupation (in very broad terms)

· your educational qualifications (also in very broad terms)

· your child’s country of birth, and

· the main language spoken at home by your child and yourself 

Your responses to these questions will be linked to your child’s results in national student testing. This will help to identify the factors which influence how well children perform at school. All students in Years 3, 5 and 7 are assessed annually in literacy and numeracy. A sample of students in Years 6 and 10 is assessed every three years in science, information and communication technology, and civics and citizenship education. The results of these assessments are reported annually in the National Report on Schooling in Australia published by the Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs (for more information: www.mceetya.edu.au/).
Supporting Australia’s national goals for schooling

Australia’s Ministers for Education (state and territory and Commonwealth) have all signed up to what is called the National Goals for Schooling in the Twenty-First Century.  The main objective of the National Goals is to ensure that young people achieve a high standard of education at school.  Ministers have undertaken to better inform the Australian public, and especially parents, on progress in achieving this objective.

It is important that how well a student does at school should not depend on factors such as whether the student is male or female, the language spoken at home, ethnicity, religion or disability. A student’s socioeconomic background or geographic location also should not be a factor.

For more information on the National Goals, go to http://www.mceetya.edu.au. 

Better information gathering

Because family background information will be collected in a consistent way, it will be possible in future to report results for these different categories of students - male/female students, Indigenous students, students whose parents speak a language other than English at home etc. (Currently, the reporting covers overall results in each state and territory for each school year group being assessed.)

Information about individual student results and backgrounds will be processed in a way that protects the privacy of each student, but will help the Australian community – including governments, education authorities, schools and parents – to take more informed action to improve student success.

Protection of your family’s privacy

All schools have comprehensive confidentiality and security policies and procedures for the collection and handling of personal information. Schools are required to have such policies to comply with privacy laws throughout Australia. 

No information that would reasonably identify an individual student will be reported publicly. The only information published will be state and territory summaries.   

If you have any specific concerns about privacy you should talk to your school.

* This includes guardians of school children.

