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The independent schools sector contains the following key groups of organisations:

The schools
Independent schools are not-for-profit institutions that are set up and governed independently on an individual-
school basis. Boards of governors or committees of management are the key decision-making bodies for most 
independent schools and are responsible for issues such as the school’s educational provision, current and future 
development, and staffing. 

Associations of Independent Schools
Almost all independent schools in most states and in both territories choose to become members of their 
Association of Independent Schools (AIS). AISs provide a range of services to member schools. In addition to 
representing the views of the independent schools sector at a state and territory level, they administer funding 
provided by the Australian Government on a range of targeted programmes, as well as providing professional 
development, advice and information. Many AISs also offer industrial relations services.

School systems
Some schools with common aims, religious affiliations and/or educational philosophies also belong to systems 
within the sector. This means that some operational functions are carried out by the system on behalf of all 
schools within the system. Individual schools may choose to be both members of a system and their state or 
territory AIS.

Independent Schools Council of Australia 
The Independent Schools Council of Australia (ISCA) is the peak national body representing the independent 
schools sector. ISCA’s board of management comprises a chairman and eight members, each representing a state 
or territory AIS. ISCA’s major role is to bring the unique needs of the sector as a whole to the attention of the 
Australian Government and to represent the sector on national issues. 

ISCA National Consultative Group
As the peak body for independent schooling in Australia, ISCA also consults with representatives of the sector’s 
various national school organisations through the ISCA National Consultative Group. The Australian Parents 
Council (APC)** is also part of this consultative group. 

The group meets twice a year to discuss issues of national significance and to share information. These meetings 
provide an opportunity to strengthen relationships across the sector and create a greater understanding of the 
different ways in which schooling issues have an impact on the various school groups. 

ISCA also communicates regularly with these school groups on an informal basis to keep them informed of 
current activity, to seek feedback and advice, and to provide support. These activities aim to strengthen the voice 
of the independent sector through a united approach, while recognising and respecting the diversity within the 
sector.

Structure of the independent 
schools sector

**The APC is the peak body for state 
and territory organisations of parents of  
non-government schools students.
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STATE AND TERRITORY 
ASSOCIATIONS OF 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS (AISs)

Association of Independent Schools of 
the ACT Inc (AISACT)

Mr Graham Willard 
Executive Director

12 Thesiger Court 
Deakin  ACT  2600 
(PO Box 225, DEAKIN WEST,  ACT  2600) 
Phone: (02) 6162 0834 
Fax: (02) 6162 0837 
Email: aisact@ais.act.edu.au 
Website: www.ais.act.edu.au

The Association of Independent Schools 
of New South Wales Ltd (AISNSW)

Dr Geoff Newcombe 
Executive Director

Level 4, 99 York Street 
SYDNEY  NSW  2000 
Phone: (02) 9299 2845 
Fax: (02) 9290 2274 
Email: aisnsw@aisnsw.edu.au 
Website: www.aisnsw.edu.au

Association of Independent Schools of 
the Northern Territory Inc (AISNT)

Ms Kath Phelan, AM 
Executive Director

5th Floor, Darwin Central 
21 Knuckey Street 
DARWIN  NT  0800 
(GPO Box 2085, DARWIN  NT  0801) 
Phone: (08) 8981 8668 
Fax: (08) 8941 3061 
Email: admin@aisnt.asn.au 
Website : www.aisnt.asn.au

Independent Schools Queensland (ISQ)

Dr John Roulston 
Executive Director

1st Floor, 96 Warren Street 
SPRING HILL  QLD  4000 
(PO Box 957, SPRING HILL  QLD  4004) 
Phone: (07) 3228 1515 
Fax: (07) 3228 1575 
Email: office@aisq.qld.edu.au 
Website: www.aisq.qld.edu.au

Association of Independent Schools of 
South Australia (AISSA)

Mr Garry Le Duff 
Executive Director

301 Unley Road 
MALVERN  SA  5061 
Phone: (08) 8179 1400 
Fax: (08) 8373 1116 
Email: office@ais.sa.edu.au 
Website: www.ais.sa.edu.au

The Association of Independent Schools 
of Tasmania (AIST)

Mr Tony Crehan 
Executive Director

Level 3, Galleria Building 
33 Salamanca Place 
HOBART  TAS  7000 
(PO Box 616, SANDY BAY  TAS  7006) 
Phone: (03) 6224 0125 
Fax: (03) 6224 0174 
Email: aist@tassie.net.au 
Website: www.aist.tas.edu.au

Association of Independent Schools of 
Victoria Inc (AISV)

Ms Michelle Green 
Chief Executive

20 Garden Street 
SOUTH YARRA  VIC  3141 
(PO Box 2138, PRAHRAN  VIC  3181) 
Phone: (03) 9825 7200 
Fax: (03) 9826 6066 
Email: aisv@ais.vic.edu.au 
Website: www.ais.vic.edu.au

Association of Independent Schools of 
Western Australia Inc (AISWA)

Mrs Audrey Jackson 
Executive Director

3/41 Walters Drive 
OSBORNE PARK  WA  6017 
(PO Box 1817, OSBORNE PARK  WA  
DC6916) 
Phone: (08) 9441 1600 
Fax: (08) 9244 2786 
Email: admin@ais.wa.edu.au 
Website: www.ais.wa.edu.au

Key contacts in the sector
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA (ISCA)

Mr Bill Daniels 
Executive Director

12 Thesiger Court 
DEAKIN ACT  2600 
(PO Box 324, DEAKIN WEST ACT  2600) 

Phone: (02) 6282 3488 
Fax: (02) 6285 2926 
Email: isca@isca.edu.au 
Website: www.isca.edu.au
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ISCA NATIONAL CONSULTATIVE GROUP

Adventist Schools Australia

Dr John Hammond 
National Director

PO Box 4368 
RINGWOOD  VIC  3134 
Phone: (03) 9871 7518 
Fax: (03) 9870 7715 
Mobile: 0414 554 500 
Email: schools@adventist.edu.au

Australian Anglican Schools Network 

Mrs Peta Smith 
Executive Director 

GPO Box 421 
BRISBANE QLD  4001 
Phone: (07) 3839 0882 
Fax: (07) 3839 0879 
Mobile: 0419 725 174 
Email: office@aso.qld.edu.au 
Website: www.aso.qld.edu.au

Australian Associations of Christian Schools

Mr Robert Johnston 
Executive Officer

160 Macquarie Road 
SPRINGWOOD  NSW  2777 
(PO Box 252, SPRINGWOOD  NSW  2777) 
Phone: 02 4751 9815 
Fax: 02 4751 9865 
Mobile: 0413 368 723 
Email: info@aacs.net.au

Australian Parents Council

Mr Ian Dalton 
Executive Director

PO Box 5011 
LAUNCESTON TAS  7250 
Phone: 03 6334 8886 
Fax: 03 6334 8862 
Email: director@austparents.edu.au 
Website: www.austparents.edu.au

Christian Parent Controlled Schools Ltd

Ms Carolyn Kelshaw 
Executive Officer

PO Box 7000 
BLACKTOWN  NSW  2148 
Phone: (02) 9671 3311 
Fax: (02) 9671 5968 
Email: cpcs@cpcs.edu.au 
Website: www.cpcs.edu.au

Christian Schools Australia

Mr Stephen O’Doherty 
Chief Executive Officer

PO Box 403 
NORTH RYDE  NSW  BC 1670 
Phone: (02) 9887 4099 (National Office) 
Phone: (02) 9887 1699 (NSW/ACT Office) 
Fax: (02) 9887 4928 
Email: csa@christianschools.edu.au 
Website: www.christianschools.edu.au

Greek Orthodox Schools

Ms Christina Tsaconas 
c/o: St Spyridon Parish

PO Box 55 
KINGSFORD  NSW  2032 
Phone: (02) 9313 6890 
Fax: (02) 9662 2476 
Email: admin@stspyridon.org.au
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Islamic Schools

Mr Omar Hallak 
Islamic Schools of Victoria 
c/- Werribee College

201 Sayers Road 
HOPPERS CROSSING  VIC  3029 
Phone: (03) 9369 6010 
Fax: (03) 9369 2276 
Email: admin@wicv.org

Jewish Day Schools

Mr Ivan Port 
Executive Director

PO Box 938 
PYMBLE BC NSW 2073 
Phone: (02) 9488 9171 or (02) 9488 7788 
Fax: (02) 9449 1861 
Mobile: 0412 280 636 
Email: ivanport@bigpond.com

Lutheran Education Australia

Dr Adrienne Jericho 
Executive Director

197 Archer Street 
NORTH ADELAIDE  SA  5006 
Phone: (08) 8267 7318 
Fax: (08) 8267 7320 
Mobile: 0407 228 142 
Email: lea@lca.org.au 
Website: www.lca.org.au/schools/schools.html

Montessori Association of Australia

Ms Leanne Tarran 
Chair

PO Box 3131 
NORTH TURRAMURRA  NSW  2074 
Phone: (02) 9440 5777 
Email: maa@montessori.edu.au

National Independent Special 
Schools Association

Ms Julie Shylan 
c/- The Alice Betteridge School

Private Bag 29 
PARRAMATTA  NSW   2124 
Phone: (02) 9872 0291 
Fax: (02) 9872 7981 
Email: julie.shylan@ridbc.org.au 
Website: www.nissa.org.au

National Network of Anglican 
Systemic Schools

Mr. John Lambert

17 Florabella Street 
WARRIMOO  NSW  2774 
Phone: (02) 4753 6028 
Fax: (02) 4753 6545 
Email: jlambert@pnc.com.au

Rudolf Steiner Schools

Mrs Rosemary Gentle

PO Box 111 
ROBERTSON  NSW  2577 
Phone: (02) 4885 1070 
Fax: (02) 4885 2555 
Mobile: 0408 231 833 
Email: rssa@bigpond.com

Uniting Education

Rev Mark Hillis 
National Director

PO Box A2266 
SYDNEY SOUTH   NSW  1235 
Phone: (02) 8267 4231 
Fax: (02) 8267 4222 
Email: Markh@nat.uca.org.au 
Website: www.unitinged.org.au
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